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Feb. 20, 1993

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

I have been interested in model aviation since childhood. Today, I operate both
radio controlled helicopters and sailplanes. I am writing to you because of a
proposal before you which will endanger my hobby and the safety of others.

I am very' concerned about proposed rules under current consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.
If adopted~ the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents.

The plan will insert two new frequencies t'etw('en the present model and
commercial channels. These frequencies Wid be mobile and operate at four times
the power output of present model frequenc C" tn the 72 and 75 MHz bands.
This plan will essentially make over half of the current model frequencies
unusable or unsafe to use due to the risk 01 loss of control when commercial
users on the new frequencies overpower and tnterfere with the model's radio
signal, causing the model to crash. The designation of the new channels as mobile
prevents modelers from preparing and avoiding the tnterference, since it is never
known when they are present.

I do not believe it is wise for the FCC to sl'ck [I) improve the operating conditions
of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may
not'think we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and ·mf radio equipment. The hobby
provides many hours of constructive and creall ve enjoyment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the de\e1opment and advancement of the
commercial aviation industry

My father introduced m(~ 10

the hobby to my childn.'n
aviation by not allowing the
hand

the world of model aVIatIOn, and I hope to pass on
Please preserve thj~ future of radio controlled model

FCC to carry WI l~· proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz

~ I ncerely,
,/ /' .1'\

Ril~k Jow. D.D.S., M.S.



FEB 19 1993

1832 Washington St
San~ Cbu:a~.f;A 95050

; February 15',' t993

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
1700 Montgomery St, Suite 305
San Francisco, CA 94111

Dear Senator Feinstein: FEB 19 1993

I am very concerned about the proposed rules in the
proceeding PR Docket 92-235, under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). If these rules are adopted, the
usability of the frequencies used by radio control models will be
greatly reduced and the risk of serious accidents will be
correspondingly increased.

I am a 27 yr old electrical engineer with interest in aviation.
Flying radio controlled model airplanes combines both my interest in
electronics and my interest in flight. In addition, this hobby is an
important stress reducer in my life, and I hope to continue flying
when I retire.

We share the 72-76 MHz radio band with private land mobile
dispatch operations. Our channels are currently far enough apart
that both groups have been able to use this band without interfering
with the other. By splitting the frequency band into narrower
channels, the FCC hopes to create more land mobile frequencies. This
reallocation of the frequency spectrum will result in greater
interference with our radio control operations. Furthermore, this
change will obsolete all current radio equipment used by both
groups. I personally have invested several hundred dollars in this
hobby; most of which is the cost of the radio equipment. Of the 50
channels currently available, only 19 will be usuable if this plan is
adopted.

In the past, the FCC has avoided changes which would obsolete
a large installed base of equipment. For instance, the change from
black and white television to color was done within the original
channel bandwidth. Even the future High Definition Television
(HDTV) is suppose to occupy the original black and white television



bandwidth. Along with the decrease in military spending, the FCC
should instead allocate some seldom used military frequencies to
commercial use.

Because of the gteat investments in time and money to fly
model airplanes under radio control" we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of operators, spectators, bystanders, and property.
Management of the channels we use is an important task of our
clubs. The reduction in channels will cause congested use of the
remaining channels and will increase the risk.

The airplanes we· fly can have wingspans up to 10 feet and
weigh up to 40 pounds. They are both expensive and potentially
dangerous if radio interference occurs. The insurance policy
members of the Academy of Model Aeronautics carry may also
become more expensive due to the greater risk from the FCC's plan.
Organized events with hundreds of pilots require all the channels
currently allocated.

Land mobile radio users already have hundreds of times more
frequency bandwidth than the relatively small bandwidth that radio
control modelers use. Giving more channels to them at our sacrifice
is unreasonable. The FCC may not consider us as important as
business, but the enjoyment of hundreds of thousands of people is a
reasonable use of such a small portion of the frequency spectrum.

, Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my hobby by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz
bandwidth.

Sincerely,

Damon Lee

cc: Federal Communications Commission
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Sincerely. Pi
~p.t.-!~

....

Diane Feinstein
750 B Street, 1030
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Senator Feinstein:

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that Is currenUy under consideration by 'he
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding Is PR Docket 92-235•. If adopted
the new rille will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for RIC model lise
and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liabilUy.

Our radio-control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. TIlis band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio-control frequencies in this band are far
enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share lhe band wilhout either
use interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part 90 of the
rules wHh a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of RIC aircraft' and surface models by keeping
10 Khz spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies used by RIC enlhusiasts. The new
Part 88 will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available 10 us,
eliminating safe use of at least 3] of tfJe 50 channels on the 72 MHz band (for RIC aircraft) and 10 of
lhe 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band (for RIC cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In fact,
more channels will likely be affected.

When we operate our RIC models. we go to great lengths to assure the safely of tJu~'lopemiors
and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safely precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies win become congested and the margin
of safely will be greatly decreased.

I don't think it is wise of the FCC to see~ to expand the operation conditions of land mobile
radio ,users at the expense of the radio-control m&1elers. The FCC may not think we are as important" .
as business users of radio. but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. It is a sizeable industry that must be saved from these detrimental FCC actions. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people like myself and
contributes 10 the advancement and development of the commercial aviation induslry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment or my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the 72-76 MHz band. We all need your help
urgently because the FCC has a deadline or February 26, 1993 aner which it may become more
difficult 10 avoid halting these proposals from going inlo errecl.

GEe> gbt:.. r YJELe-h
3'2. S- I-lU~r£~ LAW'E:....
P\ l Pi).S. L Q.1\. 9/ 9 t> I
(p /9 . 4-4-S -~ 'I1"~
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Feb 5, 1993

The Honorable Diane FeinsT.ein
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein,

I am very activa in a local club whose members en,joy
constructing and operating radio contr'::llied model ai r'? lanes

I am very concerned about proposed rules tha-c are C~j::-:-~n" ~ ..
under considera;:;ion by the Federal Communications C,)mmissi..Jn 
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adop~ed. ~h~ ne~

rules wi 11 greatly reduce the usab i 1 i ,,:y of frequenl~ies I~u::-ren"'.>
assigned tor model use and incr'3ase the risk of accicten-c03 ane .
attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz ban~.

This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we
have been able to share the band without either use interferin~

with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 13
frequencies will be le~t if these new ~lles are adopted.

When we fly our mode 1 airplanes under l';:tliio (;ontro 1, we ~I)

to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Man~/ or our sarety
precautions involve the carer~l coordination and use or the r~d~0

control frequencies. If the number of usable frequenl~ies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of safety ..... ill be greatly
decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans
up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models
themselves are expensi'le to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even
death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of tht3 craft. We often fly our models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use
of our full complement:Jf radio freq'lencies in order to assure a
safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC 00 seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users :~t the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think <·;13 are as important



as business l..lsers of radios, but llie have a considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. This
proposed pl::l.n lliOU d make many of our radios and their
l~oresponding rece ving equipment virtually worthless. The hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial avaiation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-7 6 MHz
band.

Sincerely,

~jJ~
G-M--( jJ€~c~50;/
t<J;.-rrS- uF CLc-Ci~<!.. FLyet,S
1LJ~ ff jJ~~1t A-t/'e=-

1k;5 fe:72/(J.) CA-L-tF""' q2. 3 t.rs-
~(?) 9lf<t.- 2-~1-(P

'-'
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JED 1 0 1993
Date: January 20, 1993

'. r' ,- ...·1. • -. ~ ., ! ~ • l- ~i l,· :v

The Honorable Diane Fei.iis'tein
909 Montqomery, Suite 204
San Francisco, CA. 94133

Dear Senator Feinstein:

I am interested in the hobby of constructinq and operatinq
radio-controlled aodel aircraft. I _ active in a local club whose
meabers enjoy this same interest. I personnaly own several radio
systeas and IUlny aircraft plus a larqe inventory of support
equipment. I spend several hundred dollars eac;:h year toward this
hobby, dollars that create jobs, jobs that pay Federal and state
Taxes.

The Federal Co.-unications co..ision (FCC) is proposinq a new
rule, PR Docket 92-235, that if adopted will qreatly reduce the
usability of frequencies currently assiqned for RIC use and increase
the risk of accidents and attendant liability.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Makinq (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows
for safe use of RIC aircraft by keepinq 10 Khz spacinq between fixed
co_ercial users and frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The new
Part 88 will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of
frequencies available to us, eliminatinq safe use of at least 31 of
the 50 channels on the 72 MHz band (for RIC aircraft).

When we operate our RIC models, we qo to qreat lenqths to
assure the safety of the operators and spectators and the protection
of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
nUllber of usable frequencies is reduced as proposed by the FCC, the
remaininq frequencies will become conqested and the marqin of safety
will be greatly decreased.

I think it is unwise of the FCC to seek to expand the operation
of land mobile radio users at the expense of the radio-control
modelers. Interference between two channels of communication
results in a miSSed word or two. Interference with a radio control
channel will destroy a model aircraft (valued from $200 TO $5000)
and potentially create havoc on the qround. This is a sizeable
industry that must be saved from these detrimental FCC Actions.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowinq the FCC to carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the
72-76 MHz band. We all need your help urqently because the FCC has
a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may become more
difficult to stop these proposals from qoinq into effect.

S.incerely , r /f
~.M.-?r/A.-(' ~. ~~
I r) !1tJ;/ c;tO

\~/6 (JIJI/£; (#' 9.?573
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42574 Isle Royal St.
Fremont, CA 94538
February 9. 1993

.,

The Honorable Dianne Fienstein
1700 Montgomery St., Suite 305
San Francisco, CA 94111

Dear Senator Dianne Fienstein:

FEB 1 0 1993

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for flying radio
control model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either
use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidth's and rearranging the band frequency plan. As a
result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operation. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control
of model airpl.:-nes, only 19 frequencies will be left with out interference
and safe for the operation of model aircraft, if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths
to assure the safety of the operators, bystanders and for the protection
of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished, as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become very congested and the margin of safety will be
greatly decreased or eliminated.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet
and may weigh as much as 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive
to build, but more to the point, they are capable of causing property
damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the



I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not thir.k we are as important as commercial business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing
the FCC to carry out its proposals for overcrowding the 72-76 MHz radio
band.



~FUTABA
~ OORPORATION OF AMBRIOA

February 4. 1993

Senator Diane Feinstein
909 Montgomery St.
Suite 202
San Francisco. CA 94133

Dear Senator:

FEB 1 01993

I am writing this letter in regards to PR Docket 92-235. I
am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC).

I am currently working for a Radio Control Distributor whose
industry will be greatly affected by a favorable decision.
I am very concerned about my future and the many jobs that
will be lost if it is decided that the FCC will be allowed
to expand frequency usage.

By allowing this ruling to pass. the unemployment rate will
be ,increased and businesses will be forced to close. I hope
this ruling is disallowed. so I can continue my future and
growth with Radio Control.

Sincerely.

FUTABA CORPORATION OF AMERICA
4 Studebaker, Irvine, CA 92718 • P.O. Box 19,767, Irvine, CA 92713-9767 • (714) 455-9888 FAX (714) 455-9899



EDGAR R. WEISMAN
752 Camino Valles
Thousand Oaks, Calif.

91360

Feburary 24 1993

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Feinstein

RE: FCC- Communications
NPRM- PR-DOCKETT 92-235
RULE MAKING

My son and I are residents of Thousand Oaks California.
We are very concerned about a matter now before the FCC

on Feburary 26 1993. A.copy of our'letters to the FCC about
our concerns are enclosed herewith.

I would appreciate it'very much if you could look into this
matter and try to get this rule defeated.



EDGAR R. WEISMAN
752 Camino Valles

Thousand Oaks, California
91360

Feburary 23, 1993

FCC
1919 M St., N.W.
Wash. D.C. 20554

REFERENCE: NPRM-PR DOCKET 92-235

Gentlemen,
I am a radio control,model airplane enthusiast and am very worried

the the proposed FCC-NPRM~PR Docket 92-235 will eliminate more than half
of the radio frequencies that ·are now being used for controlling model
aircraft.

I started designing and building model airplanes in 1936 which led to
my graduating from MIT in 1952 withaBS degree in Aeronautical Engirieering
and I am still passionately active in model aviation, 56 years later.

My model aviation activities include AMA ( Academy of Model Aeronautics J
Contest Director: Vice President of T.O.S.S. ( Thousand Oaks Soaring Society:'):
Participant and Organizer of free workshops for teaching children" from years
seven and older how to construct and fly model airplanes : and attending
20 to 30 contests per year.

The multiple disciplines of electronics, computer design, woodworking,
radio construction, painting, finishing, composite plastic material design and
construction, engine maintenance and operation, etc. are all learned and
combined in this hobby. A hobbyist will use most of these disciplines and
can learn how to apply them to business and pleasure.

I own 18 complete model radio control systems worth over $9,000.00, that
would be useless if this this frequency assignment is approved.

The models I build and fly weigh as much as 20 pounds, have a wing span
of over" 15 feet and can fly at speeds in excess of 100 mph.

I fly at public school yards, federal parks, state and county parks,
and other areas which are shared with the general public.

These new new frequency allocations are.TOO close to ours and will be
allowed to operate at output_s _lllany times stronger than ours.

This proposed new allocation ( for land mobile radio users) means that
the random passage of a vehicle near our flying fields using one. of the .. new
frequencies will absolutely swamp our very low powered radio signals and
cause the model airplanes to crash.

The out of control model is very dangerous. A model airplane, out of
control can kill. The crash will trash an airplane worth thousands of
dollars.

There are over a million radio control users in this country, and I
believe the federal government, i.e. FCC, has a responsibility not" to
destroy this hobby which has grown relying on the FCC'S prior allocation
of our frequencies, which are now under threat of annihilation bY the same
FCC. ..

Thank you you considering my protest. .

~~.~~~~~
~WEIS~~



8enjamin J. Weisman
170) Shady Grove Dr.
Thousand Oaks, Ca. 91360

Feburary 23. 1993
To:PCC

1919M ST•• NW
Wubinatoa. DC 20S10

Subject NPRM· PR Docket 92-23S

Dale: February 1. 1993

Sin:

~ • coac:cmed ddzea IIId a IIdJo conIIQUed..,••• .....1_ CCIIICeIDId abaul ....c.-......
ruJea _IIO UDder COAJidIaadaD by 1M PedIaI ea•••Ie...a ........ (fCC). 11l1li.....
NPRM·PR DocUt 92-23'" adDpfed. new ..., JIIpIla.y abiIk1.at""" alii II rt_
oftbouMdl ofOIberIldioCODlrOUed 10.....,....-1Iobb1. 11111.....wiD......ol
our frequeac.1D .... 72 MHz bIDd _1bIe IDd peMIy ........ riIt ollCCideDCllDd__1iIIIUky
forCOllUOWngmodeI~.

Our I8dio COIlIIOIIed ftequendelarc in abo 72-16 MIb. bIDd. lbia .... it priaIarI1y for ....
mobile diapalda opadoaI. However. our IIldio CGIIdId ""'clcl ta dIIt _ far ..
die land mobile freq we bave beea ... l0 1M wiIbaul _ .-
0Iber. Your propoallO frequencies by 01 2.S ItH&.,..an wie die
IOIcr1ace tba& will allow DOW UIOrI to overlay ourcuneac~'" (bIIId. yow....icaI
specitbdoaa) will reader mOIl ofour fR:quenciea UI"'...... for -elY.....

Wbea we fly oar modoJ airpJaDoI UDder radio CODIIOI. we ao 10 10 ....... die lit.,ol ....
oper8I(III and byalaDden aad Ibo JII'OklCdcn of propeny. MlAy 01 our -elY precaudool ta'OM .... CIIWIul
coordina&iOll and UIO of &be radio control fR:qucneiea. If&be DUIIlber of Ullble freqUClldea II cUaaiDilhed II
propoaed by Ibe FCC. Ibe remaining frequencies will become congested and the marlin or safely will be
pady decreased.

Plouc UDdoncand tbIl many model airplanes bave wiq .... up to 18 feet ad weiah II much u 48
pounds. lbo modc1I &bemselves arc expensive to build; bu& more to abe poiat. &bey are c:aplble ofelUll...
scriQua property damqo. seriouI injury. or oven dea&b if radio iDtafereaco eauIOIabe opeIIIOI'to IoIe coacroI
of1bo craft. We0'" Oy our models • orpnized evcauilld c:oa.... where buodredI ofopera&OII
panicipale. We need &be use of our full complement of radio liequenciea in order ID assure I
sale Oying environment.

M a radiOcOntrolled Jlider modeler. I have inveared ova"SI~ ia nIdio equipmenl and ·1IVOI'8I1bou.ad
ofdoUan ia kiItImateriaIa u well u IbouIInda 01 boun iD eoMnICIin. my 1IIOdIIt. MDldply daia by die
number ofmodelen in &be US •you can see Lhal we bave iavelled Alarae~ lIuddidud."WO WOIt &opIher
ID improvo our community by club wort and sbows ID inform and assist btany way we can.

I do DOl think it iI wiao for tbe FCC to seek to improve abe opaaUa. c:oadilionl of land mobile DIdio UIOII
Illho expenso of radio control modelers. Y011 may DOl dUDt we are u importaDl U business ...... of1Idios.
but we have I coasidcnbJo invesament in our bobby/modela aDd ill our radio equipment. Our bobby..UIO
of tbesc fR:quenciea iI U important to Iho overall quality of life in the Uniled StaleS iDd &be bobby provides
many bows of enjoymcot to hundreds of &bousandI ofpoopIe like myae1f. I believe tbat &be FCC has chc
responsibility to loot II other options ID meet &he needs of tbe Land Mobile Service and nOt impact &be
cunent users of chc 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely, J.f If! ~ .-0/



r February 11, 1993

. : j. ,

Dear Senator Dianne Feinstein:

I have been an avid radio control modeler for many years. I am very
concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PH Docket 92-235.
If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increases the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either
use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result,
many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control
model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 30 to 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the airplane. We often fly our models at
organized events and contest where hundreds of pilots participate. We need
the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a
safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equiPment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousand of people
like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing
the FCC to carry out its proposal for the 72 -76 MHz band.

~.Sincerel~

~~ Field



FRED H. LEICHTFUSS. D.D.S.

F. H. lEICHTFUSS
942 Roadrunner Dr.

Bullhead City, AZ 86442

Bullhead City , AZ
Feb. 13, 1993

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
Dirksen Building, Room 366
Washington , D . C. 20510

Dear senator Feinstein:

I am retired and derive a great deal of enjoyment out of
Radio Control model aircraft flying. I have a fair amount of
money tied up in the hobby and belong to three H/C Clubs
one of which is in Camarillo, Ca. the other two in Bullhead
City, Az. ,and in Pasco , Wa.

PR Docket 92-235 replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new
Part 88.Part 90 allows for safe use of the RIC aircraft and
surface models by keeping the 10 Khz spacing between the
fixed commerc1a1 users and frequencies used by RIC
enthusiasts. the new Part 88 will alow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available to us.

Our planes can weigh from 2 pounds to 30 pounds and fly at
speeds of 20-100 miles an hour. When we operate our RIC
models we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators, bystanders and the protection of property. Many
of our precautions involve the careful coordination and use
of the radio control frequencies.

I don't think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the
operation conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of RIC modelers. They may not think we are as
important as business users of radio but we have a lot
invested and the hobby provides enjoyment for hundreds of
thousands of people like myself.

We need your help urgently because the FCC has a deadline of
Feb. 26, 1993 after which it might be more difficult to halt
these proposals from going into effect.

Sincerely,



.,.iQr .FUTABA
L!fC!T CORPORATION OF AMERICA

February 5, 1993
4;~. ~.i~

'w· ......,j

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
909 XOntgomery Street
Suite 202
San Francisco, CA 94133

Dear Senator Feinstein,

I am writing you on behalf of the Futaba Corporation of .America,
based in Irvine California, which manufactures radio control
equipment used primarily in the hobby industry.

A proposal directly affecting our industry has been introduced by
the FCC (PR Docket 92-235) which if passed has the potential to
damage our industry economically and reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for radio control model use and
increase the risk of accidents and liability problems that go
with that risk.

The refarming program would directly affect over half of the
hobby frequencies and through 21M and 31M interference might
affect some of the remaining ones as well. Most current
equipment would become obsolete and replacement equipment might
cost from 2 to 4 times as much. The proposal also allows for the
new 2 1/2 Khz frequencies to be 1 watt mobile which means we will
never know when and where we may expect interference.

Even though the hobby industry is much smaller than mobile radio
industry it is an important leisure field industry which promotes
so many positive things and its business which provides
livelihood for so many.

We at Futaba would encourage you to reconsider this action or
consider granting an exemption to the hobby industry and sport on
the 72mhz and 75mhz frequencies.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

£~
Ron Hieb
Director, Radio Control Hobby Division

FUTABA CORPORATION OF AMERICA
P.O. Box 1&767 • Irvine, California 92713-9767 • (714) 455-9888 • FAX: (714) 455·9899



"FUTABA
~ CORPORATION OF AMERICA

Senator Diane Feinstein
909 Montgomery street
San Francisco, CA 94133

Dear Senator Feinstein:

02-05-93

I am currently employed with FUtaba COrPOration of America and
have been for the last five years. Futaba is the World's Leading
Manufacturer of Radio control(R/C) equipment for the hobby industry.

I am writing in concern with the proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission(FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for RIC model
use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model airplanes and helicopters. Additionally, undue costs
would be created by the obsolescence of all existing RIC equipment and
very high replacement costs of new equipment that would be able to
operate in the new environment. This in turn will decrease sales and
revenues which will cause lost jobs.

The RIC frequencies that are used for hobbyists are in the 72-76
MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land and mobile
dispatch operations. However, the RIC frequencies in this band are far
enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that both have been able
to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower band widths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the RIC
frequencies and cause interference to RIC operations. I am told that
of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for the radio
control of model airplanes and helicopters, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When my company manufactures their RIC equipment, and when the
users of this equipment operate it, much consideration and precautions
are taken to ensure the safety of the operators and the bystanders, as
well as the protection of property. Many of these safety precautions
include the careful coordination and use of the RIC frequencies. If
the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC,
the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

Please help in not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for
the 72-76 MHz band so that my job and many like me will not be in
jeopardy.

Sincerely,

~-rJ..4- ~
George S. Rivas

FUTABA CORPORATION OF AMERICA
4 Studebaker, Irvine, CA 92718 • P.O. Box 19767, Irvine. CA 92713-9767 • (714) 455-9888 FAX (714) 455-9899

j. 4'· ~



The Honorable ulane Fel~stei~

Unl ted States Senate
Washington, DC 20515

. r ....
( ..

To The Honorable Diane Feinstein:

It has come to my attention that the F.e.C. has proposed regulatIon

changes that could result In the loss of radio frequency channels used

by RIC hobbyist. It IS a must that the channels allotted for remote

control car, boat, and plane enthusiast remain usable and unobstructed.

This is why I strongly OPPOSE the regulations contained In

PR DOCKET 92-235.

The regulations contained in PR DOCKET 92-235 could maKe my hobby

less safe and much less enjoyable.

use F.e.C. al Jotted frequencies tor RIC cars. r (as well as

others know that use the frequencies for planes and boat) have

Invested a large amount ot money In radiO equIPment and don't Wish to

loose frequencIes that have been available to use over the past years.

r also do not 1 ik>? the thol.Jght 0'; the r.~dio !nter-ference that could and

will result from cellular phones operated In the same band(s}.

HobbYist have fought over the years to gain the frequencies that we

now have the use 'Jf: I,~'e don it II~: e the idea i:.f ] O:J':': n9 them n'Jw .

r'1i tch M. ~'li 11 er
Young RIC Hobby:st

..
700 Bttrrl"nJham LI1.

Jy/(/Mo . CA. CjOS3S- O

J



Davida Ann strauss
351 E. Bradley Ave. '23
EI Cajon, CA 92021-2935

;.~.( &1-9)~ '~~31~960

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United states Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Re: NPRM-PR Docket 92-235

February 19, 1993

Dear Ms. Feinstein,

I am very active in a local club who members enjoy constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a
result, ·many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

I do not think it is wise
operating condition of land
radio control modelers.

of the FCC
mobile radio

to seek to improve the
users at the expense of

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to the


